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Drumming up love
Couple shares passion for music
By JOANNA McNEILLY
The Breeze

The indie sounds of the bands Lilac Sun and
missangelbird intermingle in a special way. Singersongwriter Erica Lashley plays the drums for Lilac
Sun, her boyfriend Ethan Wilson’s band, while
Wilson is the drummer for her band, missangelbird.
“Empathetic and destined for rockstardom
powerhouse couple,” Brendan Callan, a junior
music industry major, said. “That is what comes to
mind when I think of Ethan and Erica. They amplify
each other’s kindness and musical skills without a
doubt.”
Callan, Lashley’s roommate and best friend, calls
their house Wilson’s second home.
Lashley, a junior economics major, began her
music career singing in church, but didn’t pick up
an instrument until sixth grade.
“I started playing guitar in jazz band in high
school,” Lashley said. “Then I went on this study
abroad in Montreal the summer after my freshman
year and it just like, got me into jazz hardcore again,
and so I decided to start trying to pursue it here at
JMU and I’ve had a really fun time with it.”
Wilson, a junior music industry major, picked up

the flute when he was a kid and came to JMU as
a flute major but realized he had more interest in
playing guitar.
During their freshman year, Lashley and Wilson
met each other through the music industry program
and worked together at WXJM. Shortly after, they
started the band Slow Clover and spent a lot of time
playing music together. Once they became a couple
they came up with the idea to drum for each other’s
bands.
“Drums just seemed like the most logical
instrument for a duo,” Lashley said. “I really love
the way he plays and like he’s really intuitive, so I
just asked him to play drums for me.”
Lashley became eager to learn how to play the
drums. Wilson and Callan gave her the push she
needed by telling her how to play a simple beat. She
picked up the skill quickly and then became Lilac
Sun’s drummer.
“We just jumped into it, I never really told her
what to play, she has a really good ear,” Wilson said.
“She’s also really intuitive as a musician so she can
just come up with things that fit, it’s good chemistry.”
Lashley created missangelbird in the beginning
of September, consisting of only Wilson’s drumming
and Lashley singing.

LIZ STRAUSS / THE BREEZE

Ethan Wilson and Erica Lashley met in the music industry program. They’ve played in three different bands together.

“I wanted to have my own project that I wrote
the songs for and it was just going to be me solo,”
Lashley said. “But I guess everyone in Slow Clover
found out about it and they were like, ‘We’ll be glad
to play with you if you want,’ so I asked him to play
drums with me, and it just kept happening.”
Along with sharing each other’s bands, they both
have the same approach to brainstorming ideas.

“I just like to have one of my instruments with me
either like the guitar or piano and be alone and able
to turn my brain off and not think about anything
else,” Wilson said.
When they aren’t writing lyrics, they’re practicing
with their bands in each other’s basements.
see BANDS, page 7

Setting the standard
Softball looks to return to NCAA tournament after strong run last season
By HARRY HOLTZCLAW
The Breeze

CONNOR WOISARD / THE BREEZE

Junior catcher Alyssa Buddle and the Dukes finished last season at 50-6.

Only nine months after wrapping up its
best season in program history, JMU softball
is ready to attack the 2017 campaign with many
of the familiar faces that made last year’s Dukes
so dominant. JMU comes into the season at No.
14 in the USA Today coaches poll and No. 16 in
the ESPN poll, and will immediately kick off its
challenging schedule with No. 17/19 University
of Missouri in the Wingate by Wyndham
Invitational. The Dukes were also picked
to repeat as Colonial Athletic Association
Champions by the conference’s head coaches.
“The preseason pick doesn’t mean anything,”
head coach Mickey Dean said. “We haven’t
played a game yet, and we haven’t thrown a

pitch yet. We want to embrace the attention,
but make sure we are playing our best ball at
the end of the season.”
After Dean led the team to a 50-6 record in
2016, which included a nearly perfect 18-1 mark
in CAA play (the one loss coming in the 15th
inning against Elon University), and JMU’s first
Super Regional berth, the expectations are high
for the Dukes.
Despite the lofty expectations, JMU will
need some new faces to step up as the Dukes
lost three seniors who were vital to the team’s
success. Jailyn Ford, who was the CAA player
of the year and the Eastern College Athletic
Conference player of the year, will be on the
coaching staff this year, but is a huge loss for
the Dukes offensively and in the circle. Former
catcher Erica Field and infielder Hannah Hayes

also graduated, leaving big shoes to fill for
those replacing their roles.
However, just because these Dukes lost
some firepower doesn’t mean they didn’t
retain plenty of talent. Junior infielder Morgan
Tolle, senior infielder Madyson Moran, senior
Taylor Newton and junior Megan Good lead
a highly talented group of returners. Tolle led
the team in doubles and hits, Moran had the
team’s second highest fielding percentage,
Newton was second in the CAA in RBIs and
Good has cemented herself as one of the top
pitchers in the nation. Good was recently
ranked as the sixth best player in the country
by espnW and will certainly be the focal point
of the Dukes both offensively and in the circle.
see SOFTBALL, page 10

DID YOU KNOW ?

You can bank 24/7 with the CommonWealth One Mobile App.

Easy banking on campus! Visit cofcu.org
We are located in Madison Union, next to the Post Office.
All local area students and residents can bank with us. Membership eligibility required. Federally insured by NCUA. Equal opportunity lender.

Corrections

Editor’s note:
The original version of “Advocating for
education” said SGA and Faculty Senate of
Virginia supported increased funding for higher
education in the deck. The organizations aren’t
asking for more funding.
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Across
1 Subj. for a non-native speaker
4 __-top: Beatles’ style
7 Much of “Star Wars” FX
10 Clumsy type
13 __ Michele,
8-Down co-star
14 “The Princess Diaries” princess
15 Tetris shape
16 Sporty truck, briefly
17 War film with a cast of
60-Across?
21 “Rock and Roll All __”: Kiss hit
22 Reckon
23 Custardy dessert
24 Thrown for a loop
26 Cool, once
27 Campus groups
28 Newspaper with a staff of
60-Across?
31 Dough for ramen?
32 Square __
33 Traveler’s aid
37 “Hamlet, thou art slain” speaker
42 Political __
43 Big name in big tractors
44 1969 hit song by a group of
60-Across?
50 Write in code?
51 Actress Ramirez of “Grey’s Anatomy”
55 __ d’Alene
56 Mideast sultanate

By Jeff Stillman

60 Off-putting sorts?
63 Pie choice
64 Like bread knives
65 Well-to-do
66 Unpredictable

39 Technical foul signal, in basketball
40 West ender?
41 Place
45 Centipede home?
46 Stimulated
47 “Oh, now __ it!”
48 All-in-one vacation
49 Eliot’s weaver
51 Canned meat used in Hawaiian cuisine
52 “The Good Dinosaur” dinosaur
53 Reddish horse
54 Source of cartoon explosives
56 Other, south of the border
57 Castle defense
58 Basic class with easels
59 Tiny time pd.
61 Siegfried collaborator
62 PDX info: Abbr.

Down
1 Twisty-horned antelope
2 Photo app effect
3 Founder of Taoism
4 Sport for Ronda Rousey, for short
5 Aromatherapy array
6 Outmoded public convenience
7 Center of moral corruption
8 TV show with mashups
9 Down with something
10 Wanted one
11 Bothered a lot
12 Fronded plants
18 Mediocre marks
19 Sonnet, e.g.
20 Do maintained with a pick
25 Kids’ summer activity
27 “Another word for nothin’ left to lose,” in a
Joplin hit
29 __ Aviv
30 Genetic messenger molecule
33 The Scooby gang’s Mystery Machine, e.g.
34 Ode preposition
35 Spell
36 QB’s mishap
38 Dream state letters

Find the answers online at: breezejmu.org/site/crossword_answers
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Biology and Chemistry Students

Upcoming Events

Weekend Forecast

Friday

Friday

b Tunes at Noon @
Taylor Down Under,
11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

Consider a career in the exciting
field of Histotechnology!
SENTARA RMH SCHOOL OF HISTOTECHNOLOGY

b Be-My-Valentine
Dinner @ Bella Luna
Wood-Fired Pizza,
5-10 p.m.

Saturday

Saturday
b Opera and the Jazz
Age @ Concert Hall,
8-10 p.m.

Guaranteed Job Placement!
$15K Sign On Bonus! Great Salary!

High: 59
Low: 46

b Lover’s Ball @
Madison Union 256
Warren Hall,
10 p.m. to 2 a.m.

Sunday

Sunday
Sentara.com/HistotechnologySchool

High: 38
Low: 29

b Valentine’s Day
Holiday Carriage
Rides @ Edith J.
Carrier Arboretum,
1-4 p.m.

b Meditation for
Beginners @ UREC
Mind/Body Studio 2
(Room 390),
7-8 p.m.
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‘A bridge for us’

Club offers international students a chance to experience authentic American culture by spending time every week with local families

COURTESY OF HUNTER SWANSON

International students who participate in the LIFE club meet with approved families in Harrisonburg to ease the transition to American life. They often meet weekly to exchange experiences about foreign and American cultures
and to talk about ways to get immersed in local culture during their time at James Madison University. Liata Li and JMU faculty Bryce and France Weaver were paired together as Li transitions from Chinese to American culture.
By SHANNA KELLY
The Breeze

Six different continents, including 27 countries such as
Australia and Saudi Arabia make up the JMU international
student population. Miles away from their families, JMU
international students have the opportunity to find a sense of
home in local families.
The Leaders in International Friendship Exchange program is
offered to all JMU international students as a way to experience
American culture in a way that solely living on campus doesn’t
enable.
The connection with the local community enables the students
to participate in and get a deeper understanding of American
culture, one they wouldn’t receive just by staying on campus.
“It kind of broadens their perspectives about American
culture,” Swanson said. “I think a lot of people have
preconceptions about what a culture is going to be like and then
participating in this program with a local family can change this
a little bit.”
The LIFE program began four years ago when Hunter Swanson,
the assistant director of international student and scholar
services, sent out a survey to see if international students would

be interested in participating in a program that connected them
to the local community.
“We got an overwhelming response that students were
interested in this and they wanted to do it so that they could
practice conversational English,” Swanson said. “They could
feel more comfortable in the community and also learn about
American culture.”
Not only do the families get to share American culture with the
students, but they also serve as a resource to make the transition
process into America a little easier for the students.
“I live on campus since I am freshman, so [my American
family] told me if I miss the Chinese food, I can always go to their
apartment to cook for myself because the Chinese food here is
American chinese food,” Liata Li, a JMU international Chinese
student and freshman accounting major, said. “Most of us when
we first come here, we are very nervous about the total new
environment and the LIFE program is really like a bridge for us to
build a connection with the local places.”
In just four years, the program has had 75 families participate.
While the majority of families are JMU faculty and staff, 21
families that have participated have no connection to JMU. In
the case that the families aren’t faculty or staff members of JMU,
extensive background checks are performed.

Swanson sent out emails to JMU faculty and staff as well as
talked to local organizations to recruit families. These local
organizations included the Inner Faith Association, Rotary Club
and the Lifelong Learning Institute.
JMU faculty members Bryce and France Weaver discovered the
program through a leaflet that they saw on campus. From there
they were matched with Li.
“I came to the U.S. from Switzerland to go to graduate school,”
France said. “I know and understand the challenges that
international students face when they arrive in the U.S.”
Bryce has also lived abroad as an American, enabling him to
understand the challenges of living in a new culture.
“We want to be able to share our experiences and help JMU
international students get settled as smoothly as possible here at
JMU and be happy to be here,” France said.
The spring 2017 deadline was on Jan. 24, but there are three
application periods that offer varying commitment lengths. The
fall is an eight-month commitment, the spring is a three-month
commitment and in May there’s a full-year commitment.
There are two ways to apply to the program. Usually students are
matched with families based on similar interests, but they can also
see LIFE, page 4

Biggest Loser takes all

Dating and caffeinating

JMU faculty and staff participate in health competition

Black Sheep Coffee hosts Valentine’s Day speed dating event
By MARIA KEULER
The Breeze

LAUREN SAMPSON / THE BREEZE

Raven King (left) and Tara Roe both help coordinate the JMU spinoff of the reality show, “The Biggest Loser.”
By MAKENA RAFFERTYLEWIS AND ANTHEA LIU
The Breeze

The contestant steps on the scale for their initial
weigh in, they hold their breath. They see a number
appear and they hope in six weeks, with hard work
and dedication, they will see a much smaller number.
JMU’s second annual Biggest Loser competition
started at the beginning of February and is open to
all faculty and staff at JMU.
The Biggest Loser competition is a six-week long
competition that encourages faculty and staff at
JMU to become healthier by losing weight. They can
participate individually or as a group up to four. There
are three locations across campus that are open for
every participant to weigh-in on Fridays by the same
group of people during the competition. The purpose
is to allow the participants to keep track of their own
weight and feel comfortable about doing it. Although
these walk-in weigh-ins are optional, the program
does require a minimum three times of weigh-in
at the beginning, middle and the end, to count as
complete the whole competition. At the end, whoever
lost the most percentage of their body weight wins.
“This is about being healthy, not about rapid
weight loss,“ said Tara Roe, a CommonHealth agency
coordinator and the benefits specialist at JMU.
As a reflection of “The Biggest Loser” TV show,
the winner is determined by the percentage of body
weight lost during the competition.
“It doesn’t necessarily mean if you are a 120pound person and you are trying to lose 10 pounds,
you are automatically knocked out because you are
competing against a 350-pound person,” Roe said.
“It’s pretty fair.”

According to Roe, the turnout this year is even
bigger than last. There were around 60 people who
weighed in on the first day of the competition, and
the final number will be approximately 100.
Tanya Shifflett and Vickie Bland are both
participants in the JMU Biggest Loser competition
this year, and are senior fiscal technicians at JMU.
“We were both on the path to losing weight prior
to this competition,” Shifflett said. “However, we felt
this would be an additional incentive for both of us.”
This is Bland’s second year participating in the JMU
Biggest Loser competition. Because she didn’t reach
the goal she had set for herself last year, she is coming
into the competition this year with more motivation
and drive.
“My biggest goal is to continue on my weight loss.
Since September, I have lost over 70 pounds so I am
trying to continue that. So it’s a motivational thing,”
Bland said.
Bland often uses inspiring quotes to keep her
motivated. “A winner is just a loser that tried 1 more
time!” is one of her favorites.
Last year there were around 200 participants who
collectively lost 1,100 pounds. The winner of the
competition lost 11 percent of her body weight. At least
50 percent of the competitors this year are returning
participants from last year.
“I think it’s a fun competition and people really
seem to like it,” Roe said. “They want us to offer it more
than once a year but this is just something we do when
we have spare time.”
CommonHealth is an employee wellness program
that operates in Virginia to promote wellness in the
workplace. The program includes a variety of health
see HEALTH, page 4

Tucked away in downtown Harrisonburg’s Ice
House, Black Sheep Coffee shares its eclectic
vibe with the Shenandoah Valley one coffee at a
time. This coming Tuesday, Black Sheep Coffee
is spreading love a little faster on Valentine’s
day, as two employees, Samantha Kynett and
Anna Goodrich, will host a speed dating event.
For $10, you can participate in Black Sheep’s
event starting at 6 p.m. and receive a free
beverage and cookie. Potential participants can
sign up by going to the coffee shop and filling
out a form.
Next to the espresso machine you can find
a handwritten list on the wall encouraging
customers to sign up.

Chance Ebersold, the owner of Black Sheep,
said his coffee house promotes a social
environment welcoming visitors of all sorts.
The idea of speed dating was tossed around
in August between the two employees and
Ebersold’s wife, Miranda. They decided on
Feb. 14 to give singles something fun to do on
Valentine’s day.
“We like people coming in here sitting
down and having conversations … a little less
electronic conversation,” Ebersold said.
Goodrich thinks that Valentine’s Day is a bit
overrated, but hosting the event on that date
gives single people something exciting to do on
their Tuesday night.
“You don’t hear of many speed dating opportunities
see COFFEE DATE, page 4

@go.botime

facebook.com/go.botime

@gobotime

www.GoBoTime.com

Share Some Love!
Buy One, Get One FREE
Heart-Shaped
BoBerry Biscuit
Offer good through 2/14/17 at Harrisonburg, Charlottesville, and
Winchester, VA locations only. Please present coupon before ordering.
Not good with any other offer or coupon. No substitutions. Limit one
coupon per customer.

Looking for
somewhere to study?
WE HAVE FREE Wi-Fi

Near Rockingham Memorial Hospital
1880 Port Republic Rd • Harrisonburg, VA 22801
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LIFE | In four years, 75 families have participated in the program

HARRISONBURG

Freedom of speech for
students discussed
A bill introduced by local
delegate Steve Landes has passed
the House of Delegates to protect
speech and other freedoms on
college campuses. House Bill 1401
will prohibit the restriction of the
freedom of speech for students,
faculty and other employees
at public institutions of higher
education.
“When there is dialogue, when
there is respect for differing
opinions, that is when the
university is a better place, it
comes together as a community,”
Bill Wyatt, JMU’s spokesman,
said in a report by WHSV-TV.
“We respect differing opinions,
so hopefully nothing like that
will ever happen here at James
Madison.”
NATIONAL

Dakota Access
Pipeline to be
completed
The U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers has granted permission
for the Dakota Access Pipeline to
be completed despite protests.
The pipeline spans 1,172 miles
over four states and will be used
to transport crude oil. The project
was suspended for a year after
protests. Environmentalists and
the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe
argued that the pipeline will
contaminate drinking water and
damage burial sites.
According to a report by BBC,
the project is complete except
for a stretch under Lake Oahe in
North Dakota where protesters
have set up camps. In January,
President Donald Trump signed
executive orders that allowed
the approval of the pipeline.
CoE intends to grant easement,
a permit which will allow the
project to cross private land.

COURTESY OF HUNTER SWANSON

Students can choose to be paired with families in advance or after meeting. Bryce and France Weaver’s experiences moving and adjusting to another culture helped them to relate to Litai Li.
from page 3

apply to not be matched through the system and choose their family instead.
“I got some feedback from families saying, ‘We would like to let relationships
start organically, so we don’t really want to be matched with a student, we’d
rather meet students at an event and then share our contact information with
the ones where a relationship kind of takes off,’” Swanson said.
Once the students are matched with their families, they typically meet once
a week based on their schedules.
“If there is nothing special we just meet and find a restaurant, eat and share

our experience during this week,” Li said.
Li has had the chance to meet with her paired family’s international friends
who were able to share their experiences with their transitions into America.
According to Swanson, the hope is that when the students go home, they
stay connected to their families and know a little more about American
culture.
“I also hope that, in general, the international students realize that despite some
differences, we all face the same issues in life, regardless of our origins,” France said.
CONTACT Shanna Kelly at kelly3sc@dukes.jmu.edu.

HEALTH | In 2016 nearly 200 participants lost 1,100 pounds total
from page 3

opportunities — The Biggest Loser being one of them.
“CommonHealth used to just be an email that went
out to a small group of faculty and staff, and everyone
just deleted it,” Roe said.
Now, CommonHealth at JMU has started using
programs like the Biggest Loser 6 Week Challenge to help
promote a healthy lifestyle.
The individual or team to collectively lose the highest
percentage of their body weight wins a prize valued at
$100. This can include exercise equipment, water bottles
and other things to keep contestants on track to stay
healthy.
According to Roe, although there’s no fitness trainer
available to competitors, the program promotes the use
of exercise classes at University Recreation Center.
In addition to UREC classes, Roe said that the program

encourages participants to do exercises on their own as
well.
“We are going to send out exercises they can do at home
or even in their office on their lunch break,” Roe said.
According to Bland, although she believes exercise is
important, her main focus is her diet. She has been using
some of the informational emails that the program has sent
out as encouragement.
“I am focusing more on healthier fats, like nuts, and I
am also trying to get more fiber,” Bland said.
“I felt this would be an extra push to keep me going in the
right direction,” Shifflett said. “It’s about getting healthier
to avoid such things as diabetes.”
Roe says that the main goal of the program is to transition
from focusing on losing weight to just being healthy in
general.
“Some of the feedback we got — especially on some
of the places that were going to be weigh-in stations that

primarily serve students — they were concerned that
we were giving a bad message that we are trying to lose
weight,” Roe said.
The program is open to any suggestions people have
about making the competition more health-oriented.
“It’s all about being healthy,” Roe said. “Some people are
doing this to just maintain weight, but we would like to look
in the future of how we can do this and promote health.”
Bland believes that the first step toward changing is
wanting to change and having the willingness to put forth
effort to do so.
“Last year, I didn’t get the results I wanted, so I tried
again this year,” Bland said. “A lot of it is the attitude. You
really have to get your mind focused on what you want. And
if you don’t want it bad enough, it’s not going to happen.”
CONTACT Makena Rafferty-Lewis and
Anthea Liu at breezenews@gmail.com.

COFFEE DATE | Speed dating designed to give singles plans for Valentine’s Day

ALYSSA ANTONIO / THE BREEZE

Baristas Anna Goodrich (left) and Samantha Kynett, seniors at JMU, will cohost the first speed dating event held Feb. 14. The Valentine’s Day event is open to anyone over the age of 18 and guests will be provided with a cookie and drink.
from page 3

these days and so I’m excited to be a part of it,” Goodrich, a
senior communication studies major, said.
Goodrich and Kynett are eager to see the success of the event.
“I mean you may not meet the love of your life at this event,
but it’s a great opportunity to get to know someone you might
not have ever met otherwise,” Goodrich said.

Speed dating reflects Black Sheep’s encouragement of faceto-face interaction rather than being buried behind technology.
Their shop was recently named Best Coffee Shop by Blue Ridge
Outdoors magazine.
“Life is short, have fun,” Kynett, a senior international
business major, said. “And along the way, maybe meet a special
someone.”
Ideally, they’re hoping to fill two, one-hour time slots. People

ages 18-28 can participate in the 6-7 p.m. time slot while people
over the age of 28 can participate in the 7-8 p.m. slot.
“If I wasn’t hosting it I would be one of the first to sign up,”
Kynett said. “It sounds like it would be a funny experience to
look back on even if nothing came of it. My thought is, you can
add a fun fact to your list and say you’ve been speed dating.”
CONTACT Maria Keuler at keulermc@dukes.jmu.edu.
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SPENCER MUNSON | organized ramblings

One and
the same
CHELSEA CROUCH / THE BREEZE

Among those who own or have owned a pet, there’s
little question as to whether or not those creatures
have a certain personality, a level of intelligence and
even some expression of emotion.
By spending significant time with animals like dogs
or cats, one is repeatedly exposed to their actions,
their habits, their likes and dislikes and even their
interpersonal relationships. Growing up with a dog,
I was always fascinated by her intelligence relative to
what I’d been taught about animals. For centuries,
animals’ intelligence and emotional capacity has
been a topic that scientists have inquired about but lacked the technology
to study, and therefore, the subject has been largely disregarded. While
many scientists continued to disregard the topic, others turned to
thorough observation as a means of studying wild animals’ intelligence,
emotional capacity and general consciousness.
Advancements in neurological scanning and the use of MRI machines
to monitor brain function have allowed scientists to gain a far greater
understanding of animal’s cognitive functions. Greater emphasis has since
been placed on observation of animals as a means to understand their
psychology, and the field of animal intelligence has grown significantly.
Through various studies, there have been some incredible discoveries as
well as remarkable first-hand observations.
Baboons have been shown to exhibit “lasting emotional states.” Studies

of the brains of Orca whales have shown that these animals possess
incredible emotional capacity. Research on pigs has shown that they have
emotions, self-recognition, intelligence and sociability.
This research and newfound understanding of animals’ emotional
complexity calls for a re-evaluation of how we treat and exploit them. Each
year, 115 million pigs are killed in the U.S. to satisfy our insatiable appetite.
Tight living conditions, inhumane castration, stress-induced cannibalism
and improper stunning that can lead to the pig being alive when it is boiled
for hair and skin removal are but a few of the cruel conditions to which
these animals have fallen subject.

A wide spectrum of species have
proved to have high intelligence levels
and complex emotional capability.
Thanks to emerging studies, these findings are by no means unique to
these animals alone. A wide spectrum of species have proved to have high
intelligence levels and complex emotional capability.
These discoveries prompt some interesting physiological and ethical
questions. Why have we ingrained this idea in our psyche that our
species is so superior to other species? Some psychologists believe that

BENJAMIN WOLFIN | midnight on the porch

this unfounded, self-declared superiority originated around the time of
the Agricultural Revolution as humans began to domesticate animals.
Humans at this time could neither understand nor communicate with
animals, but animals also couldn’t understand humans.
This void may have given way to the assumption that our species,
partially due to our linguistic abilities, must be intellectually and
emotionally superior. To show why this way of thinking is rather obtuse,
some scientists point to other animals’ heightened ability of smell, sound
or taste as an equal, albeit different level of kinesthetic intelligence. For
example, koala bears can process complex scents, which Professor
Maciej Henneberg from the University of Adelaide says “may be as rich
in information as the visual world.”
Orca whales and a myriad of other animals that are forced into captivity,
while avoiding slaughter, are still subject to horrifying and self-harming
behaviors as a result of their isolation. While some instances of captivity
can be beneficial for research purposes, many animals are held captive
purely for entertainment.
By no means have we gathered enough evidence to justify a complete
reversal of our current utilization of animals, but the discussion needs to
be started. If these animals can feel in the same ways that we feel, how
can we justify putting them through such horrors for our own satisfaction?
Spencer Munson is a senior management major. Contact Spencer
at munsonsc@dukes.jmu.edu.

ROSIE LYNCH | letter to the editor

Changing the game A call to action
Board to vote on Divest JMU

Facebook and Google set the future of news
As the constant declaration of fake role of the media by allowing reporters to report and allow
news continues in the U.S., Google candidates to run without scrutiny. This application can
officials and Facebook founder Mark ease the stress of voters, and the most credible information
Zuckerberg are setting a path for will be easily accessible. Facebook is already testing the
future news distribution. The Google application by placing labels on fake stories to warn the
News Lab partnered with First Draft readers about what they’re reading. With these tests,
News to start a verification program people in the U.S. will be able to see the necessity of this
called “CrossCheck” that will use application.
social media applications to help
However, there’s still one issue that may hold the U.S.
French news stations identify and back from accepting this product: a newfound belief in
expose falsehoods within media.
“alternative facts,” or in other words, blatantly accepting
This project comes ahead of the French election falsehood as fact when it works in one’s favor. People have
which will take place in April.
seen examples of this fake reality
According to a CNN article, 17 The people of this country
from top government officials
news organizations are taking
like Kellyanne Conway creating
a fake massacre in Bowling
part in this venture including Le have to let go of this ideology
Green, Kentucky. Conway, who
Monde, Agence France-Presse,
of creating one’s own reality
was on an interview with Chris
Liberation, BuzzFeed and more to
to solidify their own beliefs.
Matthews, was questioned on
ensure that the people of France
won’t be tricked into believing
Trump’s executive order banning
fake news.
the immigration of people from
Facebook and Google are key in this process. These seven Muslim-majority countries.
two companies will give journalists the ability to identify
As citizens, it’s our duty to make judgments based on
misleading or untrue stories. This plan will utilize fact, and CrossCheck can help us do that. These facts will
information gathered by Google Trends, which is “data that be verified by multiple sources. The people of this country
is an unbiased sample of Google search data,” in which all have to let go of this ideology of creating one’s own reality
information comes from the last seven days. Facebook’s to solidify their own beliefs.
application, CrowdTangle, will also be used. This
This country moves forward when our people are able to
application provides content from online profiles to allow accept truths and come up with solutions to real problems.
users to choose any category and get the most trustworthy CrossCheck will be a key part of the change going forward
news. The application will not hide fake news, but it will in the U.S.
put a label on news. Placing a label on news stories shows
readers that these stories contain falsehoods.
Benjamin Wolfin is a junior writing, rhetoric and
This application can change the course of U.S. news technical communication major. Contact Benjamin at
for the better. CrossCheck can single handedly revive the wolfinbj@dukes.jmu.edu.

When elected officials fail to serve our
interests, the public must rise up and
construct alternative channels for creating
the change politicians refuse to legislate. In
his first 100-day plan, reports NPR, President
Trump promised to lift restrictions on “$50
trillion” worth of fossil fuel reserves and
reverse our process toward combating climate
change.
Since we can’t rely on our government to
address this problem by curtailing carbon
emissions, we need to take matters into our
own hands and slow the fossil fuel industry
down via divestment, thereby revoking
the social license for energy companies to
continue disruption of our planet’s climate
and the related destabilization of society. For
the past three years, students in Divest JMU
have been calling on JMU to withdraw its
investments in companies that are fueling this
massive international crisis. Through these
investments, JMU is profiting on irreversible
damage to our climate, with dire costs to
human health and security.
Without the construction of a single new
extraction project around the world, burning
through the fossil fuel industry’s existing
reserves without drastic restrictions would
risk causing irrevocable damage by surpassing
the 2 degrees Celsius “guardrail” established
at the United Nations Framework Convention
on Climate Change. The Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change reports that after
only a 0.8 degree Celsius rise in average global
temperatures, we already see climate change

The Breeze
1598 S. Main Street
Harrisonburg, VA 22801

The Breeze welcomes and encourages readers to voice their opinions through
letters and guest columns. Letters must be no longer than 250 words. Guest
columns must be no more than 650 words.

Rosie Lynch (’16) is a research assistant
in the department of integrated science
and technology.

A “keep-it-consistent” dart
to JMU for failing to have a
standardized grading scale.
From a senior who’s sick of
getting a 91-A in one class and a
93-B in another.

An “it’s-just-a-chair” dart
to the lady in Forbes who lost
her mind when a chair was
momentarily shifted for filming.
From a student who thinks
you need to take a seat.

A “what-are-you-doing?”
dart to my sister who’s six years
late to the “Nostalgia, Ultra”
party.
From a concerned citizen.

A “thanks-for-existing”
pat to the members of CARE.
I wouldn’t still be here if it
wasn’t for the helpline and your
support.
From a survivor who doesn’t
feel alone anymore.

A “tell-me-how” dart to
whoever decided an on-stage
photo of Beyonce was a better
choice than one of her many
pregnancy photos for an article
about her pregnancy.
From a non-beyhive affiliated
student of the internet.

Editorial Policies

impacts in the form of increasingly intense
natural disasters, melting glaciers, ocean
acidification, increasing conflicts over food
insecurity, the spreading tropical disease,
water shortages and more. Under a businessas-usual model for carbon emissions (without
increased governmental regulation), the IPCC
projects global temperatures to rise between
3.7-4.8 degrees Celsius by 2100. Through
investments in fossil fuel energy companies,
JMU effectively supports this industry’s
continued expansion as companies research
new methods of extraction when existing
reserves contain more carbon than our planet
can afford to have emitted into its atmosphere.
Fortunately, the university is considering
our call: On Feb. 10, JMU’s endowment
managers have invited us to present our
proposal as they review the financial
implications of divestment in anticipation of
a vote. We fully expect JMU to vote in favor
of divestment and adopt a more responsible
investment strategy.
While Divest JMU presenters stand before
the board of trustees on Friday, some of the
JMU community will stand in support outside
the boardroom in a silent solidarity action.
Please come take action with us this Friday
at 11:15 a.m. outside Festival Ballroom. If you
can’t come, like “Divest JMU” on Facebook
for campaign updates.

A “you’re-the-real-MVP”
pat to the cashier at Dunkin’
who took my coupon even
though it was expired.
From a poor college student
who just needs her coffee fix.

The Breeze reserves the right to edit submissions for length, grammar and
if material is libelous, factually inaccurate or unclear. The Breeze assumes
the rights to any published work. Opinions expressed in this page, with the
exception of editorials, are not necessarily those of The Breeze or its staff.

An “all-the-chips” pat to
Jimmy John’s for giving out an
adequate amount of chips.
From a satisfied junior.
A “thanks-for-making-thisold-Breeze-photojournalistso-proud” pat to The Breeze
for sending the championship
special to me!
From a now California girl
who still proudly sports purple
and gold.
A “sit-down” dart to the girl
who got up every 10 minutes
during the SMAD assessment.
From a senior who probably
would’ve been done 20 minutes
earlier if you stopped moving.

Letters and guest columns should be submitted in print or via e-mail and
must include name, phone number, major/year if author is a current student
(or year of graduation), professional title (if applicable) and place of residence
if author is not a JMU student.
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NAHLA ABOUTABL | respect the riot

Dear Airnbnb, social justice isn’t a #trendingtopic
It’s always nice to see inclusion, diversity and
social justice issues brought up in mainstream
media. It gives many of us a warm feeling inside
when we watch a commercial that has a positive
message for humanity. It also makes us feel good,
as though our money is well spent, when we hear our
favorite companies are “fighting for social justice”
or even just speaking out against racist and sexist
policies.
Although I believe it’s imperative to normalize
equality and to make social justice a mainstream
topic of discussion, I fear that capitalism hasn’t really proven itself to be
the herald of social equality. Corporations exist to make a profit and will
do or say anything for good public relations coverage with or without
sincerity, with or without any real steps toward social equality.
A recent example of this is Super Bowl commercials and the outpour
of big name companies decrying Trump’s xenophobic policies. To which
I say, “OK, good, now put your money where your mouth is.” Except that
not many companies are willing to do more than say a few nice words
to improve sales and public opinion while riding the social justice wave.
Take Airbnb’s nice, almost-inclusive ad during the Super Bowl. I say
almost inclusive because although Muslims are now targeted more than
ever, the ad lacked a visibly Muslim face. But back to my main point: What
has Airbnb done to further the cause of social justice? Last I checked,
Airbnb offers houses built in illegal settlements in occupied Palestine.

Jewish Voice for Peace, a notable Jewish anti-occupation group, has
joined several other organizations in the Stolen Homes Campaign that
seeks to inform the public of Airbnb’s profitable ties with illegal Israeli
settlements. By profiting from illegal Israeli settlements in occupied
Palestine, Airbnb supports the Israeli apartheid against Palestinians.
This apartheid includes all the policies that Airbnb supposedly spoke
out against by airing a feel good “acceptance” ad.

Not many companies are willing to do more
than say a few nice words to improve sales and
public opinion while riding the social justice wave.
For example, Israel has built a wall to keep Palestinians out of their
own occupied country. Parts of the Israeli West Bank Barrier, known to
many as the Apartheid Wall, are even built on Palestinian land, adding
insult to injury. The International Court of Justice has deemed this wall
illegal and has called for its dismantling. However, Airbnb seems to think
offering property listings in an apartheid state is somehow justifiable.
Not only that, but by profiting from an apartheid system, Airbnb also
supports Israeli immigration policies that are just as bad if not worse
than Trump’s own executive orders.

Similar to Trump’s ban on seven Muslim majority countries, Israel
too has discriminatory immigration policies that target Palestinians.
The “Palestinian ban” or the issue of “right of return” refer to the legal
rights of Palestinians who were forcibly removed from their homes but
aren’t allowed to go back to their country. Yes, many Palestinians have
been banned and forcibly removed from in their own country, which
is why there are currently 5.2 million Palestinian refugees worldwide
and counting. They also might not be able to seek asylum in the U.S.
because of Trump’s Muslim ban. This is because not only is Palestine not
even recognized as its own country, but also because many Palestinian
refugees live in camps in Syria, Iraq and other countries that are on
Trump’s ban list.
Airbnb knows what it’s doing when it comes to Israel illegally building
settlements in Palestinian land, the Separation Wall and Palestinian
refugees. They still aired an “acceptance” ad while supporting apartheid
policies against Palestinians. So although we might’ve felt good watching
some of the Super Bowl ads, it’s important to keep in mind that capitalism
stops for no one.
Companies will profit from whatever wave is popular, even if it means
being hypocritical. It’s also important to stay informed as consumers if
we’re going to use our purchasing power to protest policies we disagree
with.
Nahla Aboutabl is a communication and advocacy graduate
student. Contact Nahla at aboutanm@dukes.jmu.edu.
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LEFT Nico Penaranda wrote the poem “When My Dust Has Settled” to address his fears of love and being forgotten.
RIGHT Jorge Escobar created a bleeding heart screen print, “Right Where it Hurts,” to illustrate the hard side of love.

By NATALIE LAVERY AND MADDELYNNE PARKER
The Breeze

An anatomical heart lies on the page with blood splatters
covering every side and arrows protruding out of the ends. This
art visualizes more than the candy hearts and life-size teddy bears,
showing depth.
Jorge Escobar and Nico Penaranda took a different spin on the
“traditional” love story.
When you first look at the page spread, Escobar’s screen print,
“Right Where It Hurts,” pops out. Escobar uses the bleeding heart
and arrows to give life to the pain he felt when ending a past
relationship.
I was “hurt by someone who I trusted and then just felt betrayed,
a bit,” Escobar, a senior studio art major, said. “That’s kind of what
inspired it.”
This piece is just one of the many works Escobar has created to
visualize life. In others, he’s explored different human emotions
like anxiety and vulnerability.
“My work typically just focuses on the mind,” Escobar said.
“Just like the human experience and that involves love and
relationships.”
On the other hand, Penaranda’s poem “When My Dust Has
Settled,” focuses on the pain of being forgotten once you’re gone.

BANDS | Musicians
share love through drums

COURTESY OF ERICA LASHLEY

Erica Lashley and Ethan Wilson boost each other’s spirits through music.

from front

“If we have a big show coming up and we haven’t practiced in a
while, and we need to work through it, all it’s serious,” Lashley said.
“But if it’s just a casual practice I’d say it’s pretty goofy, especially if
it’s just the two of us.”
Both bands play basement shows at houses in the Harrisonburg
area.
“We’re friends with everyone and we both book shows at these
houses,” Wilson said. “There’s usually a band that’s on tour and they
come and play and the local bands are trying to bring people to
support them and give them money.”
For Lashley and Wilson, playing at houses has more of a party
atmosphere, whereas venues like the Golden Pony give them the
rockstar feel they love.
“The focus is more on you,” Wilson said. “People come to pay
money to see you, and they give you all the money too, which is
unheard of in terms of venues.”
The only challenge that the couple runs into is their lack of
confidence as musicians.
“Both of us really self-doubt a lot,” Wilson said. “Like, both of us
are feeling kind of bad about our music stuff at the same time, but
I wouldn’t say that’s bad because we usually like kind of bring each
other back.”
Lashley agrees that they lift each other up.
After being together for four months, Wilson and Lashley focus on
the best part about being in each other’s band.
“I just really like sharing the stage,” Wilson said. “And Erica’s a
really good musician and it’s fun to share the stage with really good
musicians.”
Lashley believes that having Wilson drum for missangelbird is what
makes her songs sound special.
“It’s just fun to be able to, like, communicate in a different way
through music and jam with each other, that’s probably my favorite
part,” Lashley said.
CONTACT Joanna McNeilly at mcneilje@dukes.jmu.edu.

Students
depict
heartbreak
through art

“I treat all people as being extremely important to me,”
Penaranda, a freshman English major, said. “I really don’t want
to be forgotten after I’m gone.”
The poem addresses his own fears when it comes to love like,
“Will the tattoos you inked still mean what the needle drew?” While
also relating to the betrayal famous people may experience daily.
It was inspired by Bo Burnham’s song “We Think We Know You.”
“This was definitely a personal poem for me,” Penaranda said.
“I’m not going to say I’m super deep or existentialist or anything
like that, but this is a way that I think about the world.”
Though both works are extremely different, when placed
together they elegantly show the hidden side of love, a reality
that a rom-com wouldn’t dare go near. The artists reflect on the
uncontrollable feelings one might experience when a relationship
is forced to end and the love they shared doesn’t vanish — a feeling
that’s nearly impossible to articulate.
Both pieces were individually submitted to Gardy Loo, JMU’s
undergraduate literature and arts magazine. Escobar and
Penaranda’s works were chosen because they broke free from the
stereotypical love-influenced art the magazine usually receives.
“I think it’s a play on like a really common, like an arrow through
a heart cartoon, but this takes it to a different level,” Marina Shafik,
a junior English major and Gardy Loo events manager, said. “It’s
gruesome.”

Shafik especially liked the poem because it stood out from the
traditional love story mold and expressed deep and uncensored
emotions toward a traditional subject, something she doesn’t
often see.
“This definitely stood out because it wasn’t stereotypical,” Shafik
said. “It has pain, but it also has love. So it has like this conflicting
feeling.”
The Gardy Loo crew put these two pieces together because both
artists explored ideas of love in a more unconventional manner.
Despite the many differences between the two pieces, both
artists believe that the complementing work accurately depicted
the message.
“I feel like actually it was a really good one to match it with
because ‘feel the burns of the straps we tied?’ is my own self
reference to something I’ve experienced,” Penaranda said. “‘Right
Where It Hurts’ was a really good art piece to put it in with.”
As Escobar and Penaranda have done, looking at love through
the eyes of past experiences and facing your fears can help build
stronger relationships because each one is unique.
“It’s to show the tough side of love,” Shafik said. “Like the side
that isn’t all like pretty and rainbowy.”
CONTACT Natalie Lavery and Maddelynne
Parker at breezearts@gmail.com.
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Films to fall in l ve with
By KATE FORMELLER
The Breeze

From laughing to sobbing, romantic comedies are the perfect
genre for a date night, which is important to keep in mind with
Valentine’s Day approaching. Here’s a list of my top 10 favorite romcoms that might bring you to tears from humor, heartbreak or both.

6. “Sixteen Candles” (1984)
How would you feel if everyone forgot your 16th birthday? Well,
Samantha (played by Molly Ringwald) experienced this firsthand,
taking her day from bad to worse. However, as the night progresses
so does her love life. Not to mention, this movie is part of the Ringwald
trilogy (“The Breakfast Club,” “Pretty in Pink” and this one) making it a
must see. With iconic ’80s fashion, music and timeless teenage drama,

Jane says, “I feel like I found out my favorite love song was written
about a sandwich.” Jane’s tendency to always say “yes” is something
I personally relate to — it can be hard saying no to the people who
are important to you. But when she does, she ends up saying “yes” to
something she never saw coming. This movie’s down-to-earth, hopeful
love story will have you saying “I do” to wanting to watch it just one
more time.
3. “Pretty Woman” (1990)
This movie isn’t your typical love
story; it’s about a businessman and
a prostitute who fall in love. Despite
what you might think at first, this movie
sends a message about remaining true
to yourself. Everyone deserves a fairy
tale. Not the fairy tale with a prince
charming and a horse-drawn carriage
but one that includes someone who
will unconditionally love you, for you.
A message that should be felt, not just
heard, this Valentine’s Day.

10. “13 Going On 30” (2004)
Being 13 is rough. Now imagine
being humiliated during your own 13th
birthday party by the popular crowd.
After hiding in the closet, Jenna (played
by Jennifer Garner) wishes she could
be “thirty, flirty and thriving” and that’s
exactly what she gets. In the end, she
realizes that being an adult isn’t what
she expected and she should just enjoy
being a kid, making it very relatable to
struggling college students like myself,
who might want to go back to just being a
kid. Due to its unique storyline, and with
its sentimental message about enjoying
life one year at a time, I thoroughly enjoy
this movie and hopefully your Valentine
will too.

2. “Juno” (2007)
“As far as boyfriends go, Paulie
Bleeker is totally boss. He is the
cheese to my macaroni. And, I know
that people are supposed to fall in
love before they reproduce, but I
guess normalcy isn’t really our style.”
This quote says it all. When Juno
learns “that ain’t no Etch-A-Sketch,”
she struggles through the trials and
tribulations that come with being
a pregnant teenager. With Juno’s
(played by Ellen Page) witty sense of
humor and her personality, you can’t
help but fall in love with her. I know
I do every time. Not to mention, it’s
not only quotable but also lovable in
every way. It’s the epitome of a date
night movie, just try not to end up on
the “chair.”

9. “50 First Dates” (2004)
Lucy (played by Drew Barrymore)
struggles to remember one day to the
next, let alone any love interests, until
Henry Roth (played by Adam Sandler)
meets her. He’s determined to make
her remember because being with her
is the only way he could have a full and
happy life. A “Groundhog Day” allusion
combined with a heartwarming love
story, how could you not want to relive
this movie over and over again?
8. “When Harry Met Sally” (1989)
“I’ll have what she’s having.” This
iconic line has sparked more than a
couple laughs. Faking it in the middle of
a restaurant just to prove a point — how
could you not laugh? From friends to friends with benefits to romantic
partners, the boundaries continue to be fuzzy, and that resonates with
everyone in one way or another, especially with the term “talking” being
thrown around these days (what does that even mean?). I hope that this
Valentine’s Day, the line is a little clearer and that maybe the night will
end with you wanting what she’s having too, if you know what I mean.
7. “10 Things I Hate About You” (1999)
Kat (played by Julia Stiles), a girl who has an alternative-rock vibe and
embodies all things feminism (#respect), opposes the mere thought of
dating, especially high school boys. This impacts her sister’s love life,
who’s not allowed to date unless Kat does. The love story that unravels
makes me tear up everytime. It has the classic high-school-girl-meetsbad-boy storyline but the characters and plot that unfold will have you
and your partner swooning this Valentine’s Day, making me not hate
the movie “not even close, not even a little bit, not even at all.”

1. “What to Expect When You’re
Expecting” (2012)
This movie follows the lives of four couples that tie together at the end.
It’s brutally honest when it comes to being an adult and starting a family.
“I look at houses with Holly, but we’re not buying one. Bro, bro, when your
wife says you’re just looking at houses, you’re buying a house. No, I’m
not … Oh, check your receipts.” Not to mention, it stars Cameron Diaz,
Jennifer Lopez, Chris Rock and more. I love movies with storylines that
interweave various characters’ lives and make everything comes together
in a way you didn’t expect. Plus, all the actors and actresses are notable.
It’s a win-win of a rom-com.

GRAPHIC BY CHELSEA CROUCH / THE BREEZE, PHOTOS COURTESY OF TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

my eyes are always glued. I hope you and your “hot stuff” will be just
as enthralled on your next date night.
5. “Bridget Jones’s Diary” (2001)
“I am enjoying a relationship with two men simultaneously. The first
is called Ben, the other, Jerry.” This quote sums up the movie and the
love lives of many people who will spend Valentine’s Day alone, like
myself. Like Bridget Jones (played by Renée Zellweger), sometimes ice
cream is just the thing you need when your love life is spiraling in all
different directions, or no direction at all. Bridget Jones’ character is
both humorous and relatable, making this movie irresistible.
4. “27 Dresses” (2008)
After being a bridesmaid 27 times, Jane (played by Katherine Heigl)
realizes it’s time to start saying “no” to her friends. She meets a guy
and they fall in love. It’s quirky, funny and truthful, especially when

These movies are just some of the many classics that will make
you swoon this Valentine’s Day. They’re comical, emotional and full
of romance. Whether you’re having a night in with your friends or
hanging out with your significant other, keep this list handy.
Kate Formeller is a junior social work major. Contact Kate at
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Stepping
up to
the plate
CONNOR WOISARD / THE BREEZE

Junior outfielder Adam Sisk and the Dukes look to continue improving in head coach Marlin Ikenberry’s second year at the helm. JMU finished last season with 24 wins — its highest total since picking up 25 victories in the 2013 campaign.
By SAMMY CRISCITELLO
The Breeze

In Marlin Ikenberry’s first season as the manager of JMU baseball,
the Dukes finished fourth in the Colonial Athletic Association (24-31,
13-11 CAA) en route to winning its first conference tournament game
since 2013. While the six-win improvement was a steady development
from their 2015 finish, the Dukes now set their sights on earning a spot
in the NCAA regional tournament — a feat JMU hasn’t accomplished
since 2011.
The season’s first pitch is set for Feb. 17 at Caravelle Resort’s Baseball
at the Beach tournament in Conway, South Carolina, and the Dukes’
replenished team looks to be a force to be reckoned with in the CAA.
Senior outfielder Ky Parrott and redshirt senior first baseman Brett
Johnson were named to the Preseason All-CAA team while senior pitcher
Michael Evans was an honorable mention.
Beginning this season, JMU won’t charge fans for admission to home
baseball games. The Dukes’ skipper believes fans will be treated to
watching an elite squad this spring.
“You’ll see a really tenacious group that really can do some things,”
Ikenberry said. “This group will never quit; we’re going to be tough,
we’re going to be a team that likes to compete and it’s been fun to see
how that’s evolved over the last couple of months.”
While the team’s projected opening day lineup greatly resembles that
of last year’s, the Dukes will benefit from the return of second basemen
Josh Wyatt, a junior who played just five games in 2016 before a seasonending back injury. Ikenberry sees Wyatt as a potential catalyst for the
Dukes’ offense this season. Junior Kyle McPherson, JMU’s second
baseman last season, will slide over to shortstop, replacing the graduated
Chad Carroll, who earned Second Team All-CAA honors last season after
hitting .363 — the fifth highest average in the CAA.

By HARRY HOLTZCLAW
The Breeze

Tiger Woods is a walking injury.
The 14-time major champion’s body has
been beaten to shreds and pieced back
together by doctors. In 2015, he underwent
a second microdiscectomy surgery on his
back that held him out of the first 10 months
of the 2016 season. The year before that, he
had surgery on a pinched nerve in his back.
Additonally, since 2010, he’s severely injured
his neck and both of his Achilles tendons
twice, sprained his MCL and strained his left
elbow.
There isn’t a bone or muscle in the man’s
body that’s 100 percent. As much as I would
love to say Woods can buff out his 15th major
championship, the sad reality is that he
doesn’t have another tournament win in him.
By BRANDON ELLIS
The Breeze

PGA golfer Tiger Woods is one of the alltime greatest icons in the history of sports.
He’s pioneered the game of golf over his
26-year career at the PGA level. He’s won
79 events, including 14 majors. The issue
at hand is that he hasn’t won a single
tournament since the 2013 Bridgestone
Invitational. Despite not having a recent
victory, Woods has shown signs of progress
over the last couple years. I believe that Tiger
will return to the winner’s circle in 2017.
Although 2017 hasn’t been the best start
for Woods — who missed the cut at the
Farmers Insurance Open and was forced
to withdraw from the Omega Dubai Desert
Classic due to back spasms — there are
signs that the old Woods is still there. At the
Farmers Insurance Open, there were some
signs of the old Woods in the second round
with his iron play, which was the major
problem with his game before the surgery

“I don’t know if anyone will fill the void left by Chad Carroll; his
numbers were ridiculous over the course of his career here,” Ikenberry
said. “Chad is just one of those fierce competitors, but I think our guys
understand that he’s not in our lineup and that they have to do the things
they are capable of doing. If they stay within themselves I think it will
be fine.”
While the team’s offense was its primary strength in 2016, Ikenberry
believes its hitters have developed significantly over the offseason and
that the Dukes have threats up and down the lineup.
“We’re not going to be able to play for the big inning every inning but
we can also do the small game,” Ikenberry said. “I’m really excited about
having those options because last year I felt like at times we’d play for the
three run home run, but at times we couldn’t do it. This team has really
bought into that type of hybrid offense, and I think it’s got a chance to
be pretty dynamic.”
Ikenberry and the rest of the Dukes look to Parrott to turn in another
outstanding season at the dish. In 2016, Parrott led the Dukes with a .496
on-base percentage, which was good for second-best in the CAA and
15th in Division I. He started last season off hot, picking up a hit in 16
consecutive contests and reaching base in 37 of his first 38 games. Parrott
also led the team with 48 runs and four triples while turning in a solid
.318 batting average with four home runs and 29 RBIs. This outstanding
performance earned Parrott First Team All-CAA and Virginia Sports
Information Directors First Team All-State honors.
“From top to bottom I think we can do a lot of things very well,” Parrott
said. “Offensively, we’re very dynamic. We can steal bases and hit the
ball out of the ballpark, and our pitching staff has a lot of talented young
arms — guys who can put it up there in the miles per hour department,
and guys who spot it very well.”
While the Dukes’ pitching staff finished with a 6.58 ERA last season,
Ikenberry believes that contributions from a few new faces and the

Aside from Woods having injured just
about every section of his body, he only has
one top-10 finish in an event since 2013. In his
2017 debut at the Farmers Insurance Open,
he didn’t look ready to compete; getting cut
after carding a 76 and a 72. Woods was three
strokes off the cut line, which is nowhere
near the level he needs to be if he wants to
compete for a tournament title. Golf is a
game of stringing good days together and
that’s something Woods can’t do with all of
his nagging injuries.
Another imperative reason why Woods
won’t win another tournament is the strength
of tournament fields. With young studs like
Jordan Spieth, Jason Day and Rory Mcllroy all
under the age of 30 and veterans like Justin
Rose and Dustin Johnson, this golfing field
is stronger than it’s been in the last decade.
Woods most certainly has the potential to

beat out a few of these guys any given day,
but to beat this field during a four day, injuryfree tournament is a task that seems out of
reach for him. Even if those five stars are
off their game or not playing in a smaller
tournament, it seems like there’ll always be
someone stringing together a somewhat “out
of nowhere” couple of rounds. Considering
Woods’ driving and putting game these last
couple of years, it would be hard to believe he
can post consistent under-par rounds.
After Woods missed the cut in the previously
mentioned lone 2017 tournament he played,
he withdrew from the Omega Dubai Desert
Classic, due to more back spasms. Being
sidelined for 16 months and riddled with
injuries isn’t a tournament-winning formula.

that forced him to miss the 2016 season.
Woods hit shots out of the rough that got him
close enough to the hole to make two birdies
on the day to go along with a respectable 14
pars in blustery second round conditions.
Woods shot a better second round score,
72, than Jason Day and Dustin Johnson, who
both shot 74s. If Woods can build on his iron
game and find a way to stay healthy, he’ll
find himself at the top of leaderboards in the
near future.
Over the course of his career, Woods
has found success in several major events
still left in the 2017 schedule: the Arnold
Palmer Invitational, the Masters, the
Memorial Tournament and the Bridgestone
Invitational. He knows these courses well
as he’s won 25 times at the four venues,
including four Masters victories at Augusta
National Country Club.
As they say, anything can happen at
Augusta National. Look no further than last
year, when Jordan Spieth had a four-shot
lead heading to the 12th hole at the Masters

and collapsed, scoring a triple bogey to hand
Danny Willett the green jacket. The Masters
and Woods have a love-hate relationship
because Woods has won the Masters four
times but he hasn’t won since 2005. The
course at the Masters normally plays fast
on the greens and the fairways, which
can benefit Woods if he continues with
his improved iron play from the Farmers
Insurance Open.
The key that will determine whether
Woods wins a tournament this year is
getting a couple tournaments of solid
under-par play under his belt, as the field
has only gotten tougher since 2015 with
the continued improvement of Spieth,
Johnson, Day and Rickie Fowler. We’ll see a
string of strong performances from Woods
after his back spasms heal. Expect his
consistent play to start at the Arnold Palmer
Invitational, where he’s won eight times.

continuing development of its arms from last year will bring significant
improvements to the pitching staff.
“I really like our staff a lot,” Ikenberry said. “We have two returning
starters in Brandon Withers and Colton Harlow, we have two new
starters in Josh Silvestri and freshman Michael Bechtold. In the back
end of the bullpen we’ve got Michael Evans, which is a big name for us.”
Coming off a dominant 2016 season for Harford Community College,
Silvestri is a rookie JMU fans should look out for. He posted a 12-0
record and 4.22 ERA in 17 appearances (14 starts) in 2016 and possesses
impressive swing-and-miss stuff, as he struck out a remarkable 97 hitters
in 79 innings pitched (11.05 K/9) opposed to just 28 walks (3.19 BB/9).
Evans enters 2017 for his fourth year as a lethal weapon in the team’s
bullpen — his first as its closer. Last year, Evans (5-1) pitched to a teambest 2.66 ERA in 28 appearances and earned four saves in 44 innings of
work — which earned him VaSID Second Team All-State honors.
“His slider has gotten more depth, he’s gotten stronger, his fastball
has gotten better,” Ikenberry said. “He’s worked extremely hard in the
offseason to get strength in his legs and he can run it up there pretty
good. I think every pitcher wants to be a starter, but Mike’s really bought
into the closer role and he’s got the mindset for it.”
The Dukes’ level of improvement will be tested right out of the gate,
as the team will face the defending NCAA Division I champions Coastal
Carolina University in their third game of the season on Feb. 19. The
team believes that it’s prepared to take the league by storm from the
season’s first pitch.
“We bring the energy every day and practice at a game speed,”
McPherson said. “We play out here when it’s 25 degrees and we play
when it’s raining. We’re prepared for the elements and pretty much
anything that could get thrown at us.”
CONTACT Sammy Criscitello at criscisj@dukes.jmu.edu.

CONTACT Harry Holtzclaw at
holtzchw@dukes.jmu.edu.

CONTACT Brandon Ellis at
ellis3bm@dukes.jmu.edu
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SOFTBALL | Dukes aim for another shot at College World Series

CONNOR WOISARD / THE BREEZE

JMU junior pitcher Megan Good (23) celebrates with her teammates after blasting a home run last season. Good, named a Fastpitch News First-Team Preseason All-American, broke the single season JMU record with 32 wins as a pitcher.
from front

“A lot of people mention it and of course I see it,” Good said. “At this
point, it’s just preseason and nothing has happened yet, so I have to
focus on my job this year.”
Good went 32-3 last year, recorded 10 shutouts, and tossed the second
perfect game in JMU history.
As good as the returning CAA champions are, they add a large
freshman class of 11, bringing fresh talent to the already impressive

JMU roster. Utility player Kate Gordon and pitcher Odicci Alexander
highlight the freshman class. Gordon was the 2A State Player of the
year last season and Alexander stands a good chance of seeing playing
time in the circle.
“The whole freshman class is very outgoing; it’s different than
anything I’ve had in the past,” Moran said. “Odicci is one of the freshman
that is going to do great things for us this year and that is exciting.”
Even with the large number of freshmen on the roster, the newcomers
have learned quickly from their more experienced counterparts.

“At this point there are no freshmen,” Good said. “Everyone knows
what they need to do.”
The schedule for JMU includes some of the best teams in the nation
in Missouri, Auburn University, Oklahoma State University, Kansas University and an always tough CAA slate. With 11 talented freshmen and
many players returning from last year’s 50-win team, JMU looks to make
its first Women’s College World Series in program history.
CONTACT Harry Holtzclaw at holtzchw@dukes.jmu.edu.

Freshmen and Seniors!

Have You Seen

NSSE?

Tell your story of
Engagement at JMU with the

National Sur vey of
Student Engagement!
Strengthen JMU for the next generation of students!
Participants are entered into a drawing for fabulous
prizes, including BEATS Headphones!

Take the Survey by March 15th!
For more information:
Dawn Miller, Wellness, Orientation & Multicultural Engagement, mille2da@jmu.edu
https://www.jmu.edu/jmureports/perceptions/perception-nsse.shtml

